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ELIZABETH TURK: RECENT SCULPTURE

October 2– November 8, 2008
Hirschl & Adler Modern proudly presents Elizabeth Turk: Recent Sculpture which opens on Thursday, October 2. The artist’s second solo show with Hirschl & Adler Modern will feature nearly twenty new hand-carved sculptures in marble. The works range from delicately folded “ribbons” standing 6 to 45 inches to a grand-scale “pinwheel” measuring 60 inches in diameter. The show is accompanied by a 16-page catalogue with an essay by the artist and 21 images in color.
Embracing the classical medium of marble, Turk creates a provocative tension between the intrinsic strength of the stone and its inherent fragility. We are awed by the lightness and transparency achieved in the thin folds of her intimate, undulating “ribbons,” and captivated by the complexity of her grand-scale “pinwheel.” Turk’s exquisite, ethereal forms defy convention and challenge our preconceptions of what marble can do.

Painstakingly carved by hand, this new body of work demonstrates not only Turk’s remarkable technical ability, but also her indefatigable spirit. She strives to create sculpture that is beautiful and honest, while engaging us aesthetically and intellectually. Hers is an ongoing “conversation” with the stone, a deep and serious exploration of form and material, a questioning of boundaries.
Turk’s previous body of work, “The Collars,” exhibited at Hirschl & Adler Modern in March 2006, focused on the matrix created by repeating fundamental shapes. This new series, “Ribbons & Pinwheels,” brings the vantage point outward, from the matrix itself to the fabrics created; from molecules to macrocosm. 
As the artist explains: 

“Ribbons” and “Pinwheels.” These two words together represent the individual and the group. Individual parts defined by specific natural perimeters (ribbons) organized or, rather, grouped and in motion (a pinwheel) becoming something more, an entity governed by complexity. Where the words for this body of work are a touchstone for larger concepts, the sculptures are the artifacts of actions, planned as well as spontaneous. Art is more of an idea than an object, but it is the object which resonates qualities that are not bound by words.
Elizabeth Turk received her master’s degree in sculpture from The Rinehart School of Sculpture at the Maryland Institute College of Art in Baltimore, and her Bachelor of Arts in International Relations from Scripps College in Claremont, California.  She has been awarded the Amalie Rothschild  Award and the Joan Mitchell Foundation Grant. In 2002 she completed the prestigious Kyojima Artist in Residency Program in Tokyo, Japan, followed by her 2003 Artist in Residence Program at the McColl Center for Visual Art, in Charlotte, NC. Her works are found in numerous private and public collections, including the Corcoran Gallery of Art and the National Museum of Women in the Arts in Washington, D.C., The Mint Museum and The Bechtler Art Museum in Charlotte, NC, and the Weatherspoon Gallery, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, NC. She divides her time between studios in Santa Ana, California and New York City.
Elizabeth Turk: Recent Sculpture will open on Thursday, October 2 and runs through Saturday, November 8. Located in a landmark townhouse, Hirschl & Adler Modern is open Tuesday through Friday, from 9:30 a.m. to 5:15 p.m., and Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. 

For additional information or images, please contact Shelley Farmer, Director, or Dunham Townend, Hirschl & Adler Modern, at 212-535-8810 (phone) / 212-772-7237 (fax), or by email at ShelleyF@HirschlAndAdler.com or DunhamT@HirschlAndAdler.com. An online preview of the exhibition will be available by early September at www.HirschlAndAdler.com 

