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“I called God from the narrow place, he answered me in expansiveness.”  —Psalm 118 

 

Hirschl & Adler Modern is proud to present From the narrow place, James Everett Stanley’s 

debut solo exhibition with the gallery. Collapsing time, space, and personhood through gestural 

representation and fractured picture planes, these nine new paintings stand as non-linear 

stories of people’s lives. Along with the depictions of his friends and neighbors on Cape Cod, 

the artist gives equal importance to the landscape of the area, which he sees as continually 

changing and constantly under threat. A sense of precarity pervades each picture, wherein each 

person needs to stay attuned to nature’s sudden shifts. 

 

Throughout From the narrow place, Stanley relies on pictorial collage to allow multiple ideas and 

images to exist in a single visual field. In splintered spaces behind the central figures in I cut 

them down, grass gives way to marsh and, ultimately, the sea, while the sky, bright blue in 

some spots is heavy and leaden in others. The background’s fractured composition reads as a 

non-linear depiction of time, through weather, and space as landscape, resulting in what feels 

like a full day’s journey. All of this plays out behind the portrait of a father and child. Their body 

language hints at the psychological effects of the environment itself. The father’s right hand 

opens tensely, his glance projecting awareness and vulnerability, while the child, whose eyes 

remain locked on the viewer, blends into the scenery behind him.  

 

Stanley’s verisimilitude as a painter, stylistically ranging from stark realism to gestural 

abstraction, reinforces the collage aesthetic in his compositions. In Star, a girl pours water from 

pitchers into a tidal river and another into a stream. Her body is realistically and richly painted, 

pushing her into the very front of the composition. Around her, the verdant growth beside the 

river is rendered in wide, washy blocks of color and the stream morphs into tight abstract swirls 

of black and white strokes. Far from acting in opposition to each other, the contrasting styles 

work together to present different moments signifying reality, memory, or movement. It is, as the 
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artist has described, “pulling together disparate elements to create something fuller than a 

single strain of experience.” 

  

The exhibition title is taken from Psalm 118 and “the narrow place” has been interpreted as 

despair, distress or being “hard pressed.” Stanley likens the position to being an artist, 

recontextualizing it in his own need to understand it: How does one give visual expression to the 

entirety of someone’s thoughts and emotions, to their past and their present? The psalm tells us 

the answer. The paintings in From the narrow place are Stanley’s effort to depict that 

expansiveness. 

 

 

 

James Everett Stanley (b. 1975) received his MFA in painting from Columbia University and is an 

alumnus of the Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture. His work has been shown widely, 

including solo and group exhibitions at Gaa Gallery, Provincetown, MA; Freight & Volume Gallery, 

New York, NY; Kinkead Contemporary, Los Angeles, CA; Andrew Rafacz Gallery, Chicago, IL; 

and Frederic Snitzer Gallery, Miami, FL. Stanley has been awarded a Sharpe-Walentas Studio 

Program fellowship and a fellowship from The Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown, MA. His 

work was recently included in institutionally-based exhibitions at the Provincetown Arts Society, 

Mary Heaton Vorse House, Provincetown, MA; Mills Gallery, Boston Center for the Arts, MA; the 

Cape Cod Museum of Art, MA; and the Bristol Art Museum, Bristol, RI. He is an Assistant 

Professor of Painting at the Massachusetts College of Art and Design. Stanley lives and works in 

Wellfleet, MA. 

 
This exhibition is accompanied by an online exhibition catalogue, available through Hirschl & Adler’s 

website. 

 

James Everett Stanley From the narrow place opens at Hirschl & Adler Modern on 

Wednesday, March 22 and runs through Friday, April 28, 2023. Located on the 9th floor of the 

Fuller Building, at the corner of 57th Street and Madison Avenue, Hirschl & Adler Modern is 

open Monday through Friday, from 9:30 am to 5:15 pm. 

 

For additional information or images, contact Shelley Farmer, Director, or Ted Holland, 

Exhibition Coordinator, at 212-535-8810 (phone) / 212-772-7237 (fax), or by email at 

shelleyf@HirschlAndAdler.com or tedh@HirschlAndAdler.com.  Please visit our website at 

www.HirschlAndAdler.com for an online preview of the exhibition. 
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